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before Obama administration
approved controversial nuclear deal
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Before the Obama administration approved a controversial deal in 2010
giving Moscow control of a large swath of American uranium, the FBI had
gathered substantial evidence that Russian nuclear industry officials were
engaged in bribery, kickbacks, extortion and money laundering designed
to grow Vladimir Putin’s atomic energy business inside the United States,
according to government documents and interviews.

Federal agents used a confidential U.S. witness working inside the Russian
nuclear industry to gather extensive financial records, make secret
recordings and intercept emails as early as 2009 that showed Moscow
had compromised an American uranium trucking firm with bribes and
kickbacks in violation of the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, FBI and court
documents show.

They also obtained an eyewitness account — backed by documents —
indicating Russian nuclear officials had routed millions of dollars to the
U.S. designed to benefit former President Bill Clinton’s charitable
foundation during the time Secretary of State Hillary Clinton served on a
government body that provided a favorable decision to Moscow, sources
told The Hill.

The racketeering scheme was conducted “with the consent of higher level
officials” in Russia who “shared the proceeds” from the kickbacks, one
agent declared in an affidavit years later.

Rather than bring immediate charges in 2010, however, the Department
of Justice (DOJ) continued investigating the matter for nearly four more
years, essentially leaving the American public and Congress in the dark
about Russian nuclear corruption on U.S. soil during a period when the
Obama administration made two major decisions benefiting Putin’s
commercial nuclear ambitions.

The first decision occurred in October 2010, when the State Department
and government agencies on the Committee on Foreign Investment in the
United States unanimously approved the partial sale of Canadian mining
company Uranium One to the Russian nuclear giant Rosatom, giving
Moscow control of more than 20 percent of America’s uranium supply.

When this sale was used by Trump on the campaign trail last year, Hillary
Clinton’s spokesman said she was not involved in the committee review
and noted the State Department official who handled it said she “never
intervened ... on any [Committee on Foreign Investment in the United
States] matter.”

14534 COMMENTS

White House official
mocked 'dying...

4,782 SHARES

Former Fox military
analyst says...

F
afillogizes

1,576 SHARES

1,536 SHARES

382 SHARES

) ¢

Sponsored

» NBwsmax

Bill O'Reilly: The Left Hates This Pro-
Trump Book

Rate President Donald Trump on His Job
Performance

5 Minutes with Antonio Sabato Jr.

Report: Florida Busts 6 Tons, $627M in
Cocaine Smugqggling

Trump on NKorea Meeting: 'We're Going to
Set the Table'

Iran Intercepts Trump Letter Asking Arab
Nations to Help Keep Region Safe

McCain Rebukes Putin as 'Evil Man,' 'Intent
on Evil Deeds'

Netanyahu Says Iran Crossed 'Red Line'
With Rocket Fire

Bush 43 Calls for US to Spend to Help the
‘Devastated’ World

Report: AT&T Paid Cohen to Consult on
Time Warner Merger

Powered by FEEDNETWOrK


http://thehill.com/
http://thehill.com/
http://thehill.com/policy
http://thehill.com/opinion
http://thehill.com/video
http://thehill.com/podcasts/hillcast
http://thehill.com/events
http://thehill.com/resources/classifieds/employer
http://www.facebook.com/TheHill
http://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=thehill
https://plus.google.com/+thehill/posts
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-hill
http://thehill.com/person/donald-trump
http://thehill.com/country/north-korea
http://thehill.com/
http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/387216-pruitt-met-with-cardinal-accused-of-sexual-abuse
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/387217-kelly-no-consideration-on-leaving-white-house-despite-times-of-great
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/387215-kelly-trump-embarrassed-by-russia-probe
http://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/387213-trump-jr-prepares-to-hit-the-campaign-trail-ahead-of-midterms
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/387211-white-house-official-calls-meghan-mccain-to-apologize-for-remark
http://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/387212-delaware-becomes-first-state-to-ban-child-marriage
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/387209-george-w-bush-urges-moral-practical-spending-on-global-interests
http://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/senate/387210-grassley-on-potential-supreme-court-retirements-do-it-yesterday
http://thehill.com/news
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/386701-msnbcs-ruhle-blasts-conway-for-mocking-schneiderman-allegations-talk-about-a?obOrigUrl=true
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/386646-trump-chided-hannity-over-giuliani-interview-report?obOrigUrl=true
http://thehill.com/policy/technology/387133-white-house-to-create-ai-committee?__twitter_impression=true&obOrigUrl=true
http://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/386183-gop-maine-mayor-facing-recall-vote-over-tweet-mocking-parkland-survivor?obOrigUrl=true
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
mailto:?subject=TheHill.com%3A FBI uncovered Russian bribery plot before Obama administration approved controversial nuclear deal with Moscow&body=From TheHill.com%3A %0A%0ABefore the Obama administration approved a controversial deal in 2010 giving Moscow control of a...%0A%0Ahttp%3A//thehill.com/policy/national-security/355749-fbi-uncovered-russian-bribery-plot-before-obama-administration
http://thehill.com/people/bill-clinton
http://thehill.com/people/hillary-clinton
https://plarium.com/play/en/throne/002_pastoral_am_g?plid=107158&pxl=outbrain&PublisherID=00a38ea8b1f44c8de4e42f3bbe5589cb2d&placement=$publisher_name$_$section_id$&clickID=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
http://thehill.com/policy/international/middle-east-north-africa/385626-condoleezza-rice-defends-trump-leaving-iran?obOrigUrl=true
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/386259-cnn-panel-cracks-up-laughing-during-discussion-of-pruitt-allegations?userid=308604&obOrigUrl=true
http://mansionglobal.com/articles/95174-hong-kong-peninsula-estate-hits-market-for-hk-280m?utm_source=Adrizer&utm_campaign=79768&utm_term=$publisher_name$&obOrigUrl=true
http://mansionglobal.com/articles/94839-modern-montauk-estate-hits-market-for-21-million?utm_source=Adrizer&utm_campaign=79763&utm_term=$publisher_name$&obOrigUrl=true
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/385465-ana-navarro-michelle-wolf-should-be-the-one-getting-the-nobel-peace-prize?obOrigUrl=true
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/387182-white-house-official-mocked-dying-mccain-at-internal-meeting
http://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/387132-fox-military-analyst-says-torture-worked-on-mccain-they-call
http://thehill.com/opinion/judiciary/387088-who-is-paying-michael-avenatti
http://thehill.com/homenews/news/387120-harley-davidson-to-open-plant-in-thailand-after-closing-one-in-kansas-city
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/387156-fox-business-host-apologizes-after-analyst-said-torture-worked-on-mccain
http://thehill.com/regulation/legislation/387101-kamala-harris-backs-booker-bill-to-legalize-marijuana
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/387181-homeland-security-secretary-drafted-resignation-letter-after-trump
http://thehill.com/homenews/administration/387211-white-house-official-calls-meghan-mccain-to-apologize-for-remark
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fthewire%2Fbill-oreilly-killing-the-deep-state-book-left%2F2018%2F05%2F09%2Fid%2F859294%2F&data=ZTU2ODg2MGY2NzkwODI3ZjM1YjhhNTUwNDMzZGUxMzM4ODI4YmRmM2QyMzI1YTcxOTUyOTdjZGM5NjFlNTA0ZmJhNGVlNTIzODRjMmRmYzM4MWQwMDBkYmU5ZjQwMTk4MDcwZjYxMDNiNTljY2YzZTk5OWJhMjZmN2UwYjg4MGQzZTlhMzM1YTUxYjBlZGIwMGVjNzBmNTllMzYyYTkzMTM3ZDRlOTlmNDQ4Y2M2NTA2YzdmNTYyYmY4M2M3NDk2M2ZmNmZmZDE0ZDM2M2I3YTVkYTY5ZWU2OGZmYmRmOGJiZDU5ZWZmZGI1YzVkMDRjZDI2YzJhN2U3Y2IwMTAxMWM0MzY0MTIwZTVjYmI5ZTJmMTE5OTAzYmVjMDUxMjk4YjFlNDliYjJlMThiODA2YmM2YjQ3NmMzYTYwZWZlNDE1N2I5MzNlNDM1N2U1OWFiZTgyNmJlZjcxZDYwNmI5Mg%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_dbe7b6df
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fsurveys%2FRateTrump%2FRate-Trump-on-His-Job-Performance%2Fid%2F363%2Fkw%2Fdefault%2F%3Fdkt_nbr%3D100101lozdxe&data=MzA2OTQ1ODBjYWI3NTAyYmNhZWFmMTkwZDVmZWMyMmY4MmM1MGRiYjM4NDY0MDBjNWM5NTkxOTAzNWRmOWVhNzk1YjRlMGNjNzg1N2M1YzVjYzhkYzQ5YmRmNmVmYzliZjlhMGVhNGIyODUwMGMwNWExYTVlOTZhZGZiZWY0ZjllZmNhYmFhODJhNWY1YjY0NWM3MWJlOTBlZGNlZjhhNGE0MWJhMmExNDQzNmJhMzgzYjA5MWE4YzQ0ZmIyNTczZTVjZDc5YTgxYTZkOWQ0NzYxNWUxZjExYTljNWI4YTIxY2YwYjhiMzFmMzM5ZDRlMTY0YmU1ZWYwYWM2ZmZlYThlZTY4ZDk4YWI0YmNhMWQ0Y2I2YWM0OWVmOGM3MzFkZTJlMTU0ZWE2NjRkNjBiOWY0YWY2ZmIzZmY5ZGY3YjIxZjUyYmE2Yzk1NGQyYWJmOTM1NGVmZjE3NmRmMjNlMw%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_c3842c09
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fnewsfront%2Fantonio-sabato-jr-qa-interview-5-minutes%2F2018%2F05%2F04%2Fid%2F858351%2F&data=NmVmOTE2ZGZmYzBhNzJkODUzNWQ0NmY2ODk1OWM5MDEwZGQzMDk2ZDEwM2Y3MzhjZDJkMjEzODcyM2IwNzkyMGYyZDk3NGQwMDU5ODU1Zjc0ZGQyZjg4MWE3MGE4NzZhMTlkYjU3MGFlZjlmNGYzNmYzYjIyNWMwZDQxMDI3N2Q3YTUyZWY1YzRiY2JhZTc3NjRhMGZkODQ0NjcwZmRjYjc3Yjg3ZDY2OWY2MTE5ZmNkNjhlZDBkMzFkMGM4YTcwOWE1OTA5MDY4ZWQ0ZDM5YTdmODllZjFhMjUzZTg3YjM0NmViZTQyZWU0NjIyMGFiYWM5MWRmZDNmNzVkODEyN2NiOGU4NDg1MGE3ZjQ2YWYwYmYzNzU0MDU3MTgyOWI1ZGQ1ZTdiOGRjYjI4YmIzMTk1ZWZkMjM0M2Y4YWQ0ZDg0MWNjMTA0NTExZTlhY2MxMGFkZTNjOTQ5N2M0OTFhMg%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_3072f20a
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fnewsfront%2Fcocaine-coast-guard-drug-wars-florida%2F2018%2F05%2F10%2Fid%2F859688%2F&data=ZmQ2ZWViMTMwZWI3M2E1YTcyZjRiNTRiOGUwZjdkMjFlZGFkYzdkMTgzNGRkMmEwZmRmZDEwNDI4ZDdhOWE3YWQwNGQyMTgwZTEzNDliZDk4NjBmNmEwMWExNTFmNTRhMTBjNGI2OTQwNTVhYjBhYjQ3M2MyMzFhNTUxOTNjZTAxYWJkMzkxYWMxMjljMWE5ZWVhOTViYzgxY2NiZjI2ZjEzOGExZWMyZjAwMzhhMDk5ZTFjNGIzZGZjNDRjZGE0NTcxMTM4NGFhMDcxNDA5ZDgxMmQ3ODc5MjNlYzZjNmI2ZTQ2OTI3OTc5Nzk5YjJlNWQxNDQwZGZhYWUwYTQ4ZDA2YmM3ZTI4ZjA4MmU5MzgyY2MyZDc0YjhlNWJjZmUxODYxMjc3OTc5ZDIzOGFjMGFkNGEyMWQ5ZmRiMGFkYWVjYWJjMzdlNDU1YTQ1NDQxZjNlYTc3YzdjZjEzMGUxNA%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_076fc3eb
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fpolitics%2Fdenuclearization-nuclear-weapons-summit-kim-jong-un%2F2018%2F05%2F10%2Fid%2F859699%2F&data=Mzc0MzUxNmUyYjhkMWI1ZDdkOGE5ODZlYTU2NmQ3ODIwYWVmZjYxZTViMGZjMGU3NzA3NDkzYmVlMWQwNmI2MjdhMjYzNDVlMzM3MTViYjg0NTc2OGUwMmQ1MjFhMThiZTNmODBiMzRhOWI2ZjlhMzFhOWE4NGFkY2Y0NDJmODc0ZDQ5MWRjYWU1ZGM2ZjM5ZmUwZWY1NzUyYWMzNzc4NGUxMWZjNzgyMDZlN2VmYzU5ZTk2NWU0MmZiOWU1YzE1NTAzMjhiMzU0OTgyNDFkMjY5NzFkYjgzYTI3OTJmOGYxNzI1ZTJhODMwZjJiZGExZTMwZDc4NjIyYThiN2EyYThhZTBjOWEyMDRjMGNlZmIyODQ3ODc1N2Q2N2Q2Y2NmNTAyYmI2M2JlYTZlN2MyOTQ2YjBmMDZkNmZjYjAyYTYxNjdkNzFmNGQ3Mjc3YzRiNWI0NDdjNjkxNTZiMGQ4YQ%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_4be10dc6
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fnewsfront%2Farab-nations-security-military-ayatollah-nuclear-deal%2F2018%2F05%2F10%2Fid%2F859685%2F&data=YjAxY2MyZGEyOTg4MWYyY2U5ZTBkOThhMzFiMmNmY2VjOTA0YTAzZDJkNjYyMTRlMTQ4MTc4NDZmM2M3ZDhiMmE0MzFkYmRmNTFhZDhlZmI4MzNlOTgzNDhiMmQzNWRmZTVmMTgyYThiODc4YTc0N2Q2YzU4NzYzZDA2NjllNDFiZTRlZWUzMDhlYmI5MTMwYWU3ODE3YzIyNDk0NzFiNzM4MTczYmVlYTNlZjliMmMyNTBhNDg5MmNiZGE0ZjRiMDZiODQyOWFjNzgwNmE3YzZmYThiZGY1ZTNkNWJiZmFjMDU1NDFiMDRhZDcyNGM2YzE4MDE4OWY4NzA0MmQ5YWMwYTExZTljMTIyODliMjM0NzJiYzM0NDQ1YTQ4MTZjODUzYTZhNGJiN2JlMTU3ZTI3MjAxZTMwYmRiZWE2Njg3MDEzMDk5M2Y5ZWUyYzMxYzAyODk1OTRmZTExMzQ0NA%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_c948d2a4
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fpolitics%2Fvladimir-putin-evil-no-collusion-cold-war%2F2018%2F05%2F10%2Fid%2F859702%2F&data=ZDc5NzUxNWY5MTk3ZWIzMGU2NTJjNDQzN2YzNTBmYzE3NTFhMDFhYTU5MWZmZTdjOWE3NTlkMWZiMWJlOTU1NWVkNGMyZTBmYjdmNTM4OWRkN2VmOTFjYTc3OWY2MWE1NGJkYTJmNjg1YmFjZGQwZmE5MjEwMDFiOTVmMDI2ZmE3Yjc2ZjdiYTZkYmM5YzIyYTA2Zjk5MzE3ZjM2OGUxZGY1MWM3YjY4NzZjZmZkYThiMGVjNGJkZjA0NWI0YTQ0M2ZmYWRjZDJmNWQ1YzgzYjNkNTgwOWZhNzMyMzNkODAzOWE1MDM5MTA5MjI5ZWVkOWE1MTdmYTRkZjMyZTZhYzE0MzVjOGQ2NTgyMDQ5ZmNmNDA1MmY3YTg3YjUyNzYzMTU0NDFhZDgwOTYwYWVlZmZmZmI4YjU0NWY0MGIxMTgwMDgzMmM2NzhkOGE1MDI2NTNjMzUyOTBjMzkzNDBkMw%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_1a458553
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fnewsfront%2Fsyria-conflict-israel-iran%2F2018%2F05%2F10%2Fid%2F859586%2F&data=YTNkMjE1YzA1YjM0ZDVjMzQwZjM2MGU4YjEwNjFhNDljYTZkNTZmYjEzZjE1YTY2ZWU2YjFhOWFiODRiZGJmZDgxYzUyMDYwNDAwNzJiNzZkZDhmNzQzMzNmNTdiM2VmNWNlZDM5NzJlZmMwNGI0ZDRmYmZlODljM2U3N2QxMGUxOWY5MzZhZmY0NjYxMGU0NzJkM2JmMzNkYWI0NTRjZDNhNDRjMDY0Mjg3ODZlOGM2ODNiMDk0YzI5Mzg3ZTcwY2Y3OTQwNjFhMDljOWRmYWFhZjQ4Yzk4OGFhYmM5OWQwOGM3ZWExNGFhMzIwYTRlN2JlZjI0NjQwZTRiZGUwOTBkNDhkMmUyZjEyMTNjMGRmMTA4ZjFlM2M5ZWIwZmFhYzFlOWZlNDA0MDg4M2E5MDE0OGE4NmRlZTJlNzA0Zjk3ZmNlNGI2ZjM2N2I3ZjU2MTMzOWZiNmRmODU3MDM4YQ%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_e5ca1bab
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fnewsfront%2Fgovernment-spending-america-first-taxpayer-dollars-moral-obligation%2F2018%2F05%2F10%2Fid%2F859703%2F&data=NDQxY2YzMDdlYzExZWUzNTEzNmUwMzJmODExZmZhYzMyY2ZmMjIxNzM3NzE4YzdhMWZlZDJkZjFiMjY0MjdlNzkwZmJmMTM3ZWU2MTk5ZDdlNjFkNzVmNTJmYzQ2NjYzY2IxNzkyYTQ4NDY4MDJhYjBmMzM4ZTQyNWRiNzU4MDc4YjVhNzA5NjIyOThlYzNkNWFmOTlmMmE2YzllMWIyODE4ZjJmMDM0NDdlNWIyMWM2ZjU2MzUzYzdjZDZmNWFmYTJjZWMzMTdjOGYzYWU5NTRiMDljOGQ2NTExN2RkZDBlYjBkNjhmZGY4ZTNmMDQyMzBlZGNlNzBjYTA4Y2M4ZjUyZGNhOWUwNGZlN2UyYzZhOWYzNTgxMmEyMGUxZjZkMWE4N2U2ZWMzNDRjY2FmMjg4NmQxZjQ5YTJjMTI1NDkyMGJkYWU1ZjZmODMxZWFmMzI0Y2U3YWJmZTc5ZTU1MQ%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_7d30783f
http://t.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/ck?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newsmax.com%2Fus%2Fmichael-cohen-at-t-merger-information%2F2018%2F05%2F10%2Fid%2F859673%2F&data=ZDU1OTE1ODIwMDYyZGEwZDZhNGM3ZWJmM2RlZjU1OGI2NGFiYzRlODg4N2UxYzkwNTkwMGEwNzA2YzA1OTAwMThjYTMwZjYzOTE0ZWRkYTFhZjg0NmJlZWE1YmRlMWU4ODg3ZWYxNjhmZWNmZTRiZTMxYmQwYmZlZmEyN2VjY2ZkZDUxY2FmZWViYTQwZmY0ZjRjYTM2MWFkZTU0MWNhZGFkZDdkYjQwM2Y0ZmRkOWFjNzdkNWU2ZWM3MWNiYmYzOTFmYTY3OGFiOTI2NDgyNjZmNjAyM2ZkZjdlZDI5NDE5ZWVkM2E0NTczOWM4MWVkMGUwMzc5ZDY4MDk4OWZiOTI3OWNiOWI1N2M2ZGEyZWMzMGU4NmM3ZTEzNDA1YmZlNmJjMGM5YTMyODcwNTc3NjkxZDg5OWE5ZmY1Y2ZjNWIwODc1ZWNiMzU3MWE3YTA1YzM0MGRiM2Y4Y2UyNDE0OA%3D%3D&sid=b55c6ec343af4740938bca37f449e826_9c5f281b
https://www.newsmaxfeednetwork.com/

MSNBC'’s Ruhle blasts
Conway for mocking...

A
Trump chided Hannity
over Giuliani interview:...

White House to create
artificial intelligence...

GOP Maine mayor facing
recall vote over tweet...

In 2011, the administration gave approval for Rosatom’s Tenex subsidiary
to sell commercial uranium to U.S. nuclear power plants in a partnership
with the United States Enrichment Corp. Before then, Tenex had been
limited to selling U.S. nuclear power plants reprocessed uranium
recovered from dismantled Soviet nuclear weapons under the 1990s
Megatons to Megawatts peace program.

“The Russians were compromising American contractors in the nuclear
industry with kickbacks and extortion threats, all of which raised
legitimate national security concerns. And none of that evidence got aired
before the Obama administration made those decisions,” a person who
worked on the case told The Hill, speaking on condition of anonymity for
fear of retribution by U.S. or Russian officials.

The Obama administration’s decision to approve Rosatom’s purchase of
Uranium One has been a source of political controversy since 2015.

That's when conservative author Peter Schweitzer and The New York
Times documented how Bill Clinton collected hundreds of thousands of
dollars in Russian speaking fees and his charitable foundation collected
millions in donations from parties interested in the deal while Hillary
Clinton presided on the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United
States.

The Obama administration and the Clintons defended their actions at the
time, insisting there was no evidence that any Russians or donors
engaged in wrongdoing and there was no national security reason for any
member of the committee to oppose the Uranium One deal.

But FBI, Energy Department and court documents reviewed by The Hill
show the FBI in fact had gathered substantial evidence well before the
committee’s decision that Vadim Mikerin — the main Russian overseeing
Putin’s nuclear expansion inside the United States — was engaged in
wrongdoing starting in 2009.

Then-Attorney General Eric Holder was among the Obama administration
officials joining Hillary Clinton on the Committee on Foreign Investment in
the United States at the time the Uranium One deal was approved.
Multiple current and former government officials told The Hill they did not
know whether the FBI or DOJ ever alerted committee members to the
criminal activity they uncovered.

Spokesmen for Holder and Clinton did not return calls seeking comment.
The Justice Department also didn’t comment.

Mikerin was a director of Rosatom’s Tenex in Moscow since the early
2000s, where he oversaw Rosatom'’s nuclear collaboration with the
United States under the Megatons to Megwatts program and its
commercial uranium sales to other countries. In 2010, Mikerin was
dispatched to the U.S. on a work visa approved by the Obama
administration to open Rosatom’s new American arm called Tenam.

Between 2009 and January 2012, Mikerin “did knowingly and willfully
combine, conspire confederate and agree with other persons ... to
obstruct, delay and affect commerce and the movement of an article and
commodity (enriched uranium) in commerce by extortion,” a November
2014 indictment stated.

His illegal conduct was captured with the help of a confidential witness,
an American businessman, who began making kickback payments at
Mikerin’s direction and with the permission of the FBI. The first kickback
payment recorded by the FBI through its informant was dated Nov. 27,
2009, the records show.

In evidentiary affidavits signed in 2014 and 2015, an Energy Department
agent assigned to assist the FBI in the case testified that Mikerin
supervised a “racketeering scheme” that involved extortion, bribery,
money laundering and kickbacks that were both directed by and provided
benefit to more senior officials back in Russia.

“As part of the scheme, Mikerin, with the consent of higher level officials
at TENEX and Rosatom (both Russian state-owned entities) would offer no-
bid contracts to US businesses in exchange for kickbacks in the form of
money payments made to some offshore banks accounts,” Agent David
Gadren testified.

“Mikerin apparently then shared the proceeds with other co-conspirators
associated with TENEX in Russia and elsewhere,” the agent added.

The investigation was ultimately supervised by then-U.S. Attorney Rod
Rosenstein, an Obama appointee who now serves as President Trump'’s
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deputy attorney general, and then-Assistant FBI Director Andrew McCabe,
now the deputy FBI director under Trump, Justice Department documents
show.

Both men now play a key role in the current investigation into possible,
but still unproven, collusion between Russia and Donald Trump’s
campaign during the 2016 election cycle. McCabe is under congressional
and Justice Department inspector general investigation in connection
with money his wife’s Virginia state Senate campaign accepted in 2015
from now-Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe at a time when McAuliffe was
reportedly under investigation by the FBI. The probe is not focused on
McAuliffe's conduct but rather on whether McCabe's attendance violated
the Hatch Act or other FBI conflict rules.

The connections to the current Russia case are many. The Mikerin probe
began in 2009 when Robert Mueller, now the special counsel in charge of
the Trump case, was still FBI director. And it ended in late 2015 under the
direction of then-FBI Director James Comey, whom Trump fired earlier this
year.

Its many twist and turns aside, the FBI nuclear industry case proved a gold
mine, in part because it uncovered a new Russian money laundering
apparatus that routed bribe and kickback payments through financial
instruments in Cyprus, Latvia and Seychelles. A Russian financier in New
Jersey was among those arrested for the money laundering, court records
show.

The case also exposed a serious national security breach: Mikerin had
given a contract to an American trucking firm called Transport Logistics
International that held the sensitive job of transporting Russia’s uranium
around the United States in return for more than $2 million in kickbacks
from some of its executives, court records show.

One of Mikerin’s former employees told the FBI that Tenex officials in
Russia specifically directed the scheme to “allow for padded pricing to
include kickbacks,” agents testified in one court filing.

Bringing down a major Russian nuclear corruption scheme that had both

compromised a sensitive uranium transportation asset inside the U.S. and
facilitated international money laundering would seem a major feather in

any law enforcement agency’s cap.

But the Justice Department and FBI took little credit in 2014 when Mikerin,
the Russian financier and the trucking firm executives were arrested and
charged.

The only public statement occurred a year later when the Justice
Department put out a little-noticed press release in August 2015, just days
before Labor Day. The release noted that the various defendants had
reached plea deals.

By that time, the criminal cases against Mikerin had been narrowed to a
single charge of money laundering for a scheme that officials admitted
stretched from 2004 to 2014. And though agents had evidence of criminal
wrongdoing they collected since at least 2009, federal prosecutors only
cited in the plea agreement a handful of transactions that occurred in
2011 and 2012, well after the Committee on Foreign Investment in the
United States’s approval.

The final court case also made no mention of any connection to the
influence peddling conversations the FBI undercover informant witnessed
about the Russian nuclear officials trying to ingratiate themselves with the
Clintons even though agents had gathered documents showing the
transmission of millions of dollars from Russia’s nuclear industry to an
American entity that had provided assistance to Bill Clinton’s foundation,
sources confirmed to The Hill.

The lack of fanfare left many key players in Washington with no inkling
that a major Russian nuclear corruption scheme with serious national
security implications had been uncovered.

On Dec. 15, 2015, the Justice Department put out a release stating that
Mikerin, “a former Russian official residing in Maryland was sentenced
today to 48 months in prison” and ordered to forfeit more than $2.1
million.

Ronald Hosko, who served as the assistant FBI director in charge of
criminal cases when the investigation was underway, told The Hill he did
not recall ever being briefed about Mikerin’s case by the
counterintelligence side of the bureau despite the criminal charges that
were being lodged.
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“I'had no idea this case was being conducted,” a surprised Hosko said in
an interview.

Likewise, major congressional figures were also kept in the dark.

Former Rep. Mike Rogers (R-Mich.), who chaired the House Intelligence
Committee during the time the FBI probe was being conducted, told The
Hill that he had never been told anything about the Russian nuclear
corruption case even though many fellow lawmakers had serious
concerns about the Obama administration’s approval of the Uranium One
deal.

“Not providing information on a corruption scheme before the Russian
uranium deal was approved by U.S. regulators and engage appropriate
congressional committees has served to undermine U.S. national security
interests by the very people charged with protecting them,” he said. “The
Russian efforts to manipulate our American political enterprise is
breathtaking.”

This story was updated at 6:50 p.m.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF MARYLAND _ JUL 25 2914
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ATGREE g -

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Ry Soum
v. CRIMINAL COMPLATN
v ADIM MIKERIN CASENUMBER: \=\ = \\a™\ QA (s

CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND

1, the undersigned complainant being duly sworn state the (ollowing is true and correct to
he best of my knowledge and belief.

COUNT ONE: Beginning no later than 2009 and continuing through at least in or about
January 2012, in the District of Maryland and elsewhere, the defendant, Vadim Mikerin, did
conspire with others known and unknown to obstruct, delay and affect commerce and the
movement of articles and commodities in commerce by extortion, as those terms are defined in
Title 18, United States Code, section 1951, that is, the defendant conspired to obtain the property
of Victim 1 with Victim 1's consent induced by the wrongful use of force, violence, and fear,
including fear of economic loss, in violation of 18 U.S.C. § 1951

I further state that | am a Special Agent with the Department_of Energy Office of the
Inspector General and that this Complaint is based on the following facts:

SEE ATTACHED AFFIDAVIT

Céhtinued on the attached sheet and made a part hereof:

Signaturc of Complainant

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence, on

Warrant ABfietaytrb -MAirshel gy iand

\oy S o,
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND

p— 1)

IN THE MATTER OF THE SEARCH OF ‘
L00SED

BLACKBERRY SMARTPHONE MODEL | Case No. TDC 14-0529

SQN100-1, SN 356112051190539

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF AN
APPLICATION UNDER RULE 41 FOR A
WARRANT TO SEARCH

1, DAVID N. GADREN, being first duly sworn, hereby depose and state as follows:

INTRODUCTION AND AGENT BACKGROUND

1s 1 make this affidavit in support of an application under Rule 41 of the Federal
Rules of Criminal Procedure for a search warrant authorizing the examination of property—an

electronic device—which is currently in law enfi ent p ion, and the extraction from

that property of electronically stored information described in Attachment B.

2. 1 am a Special Agent with the United States Department of Energy Office of the
Inspector General, and have been since November 2008. My responsibilitics include
investigating allegations of fraud against the government, corruption of DOE officials,
embezzlement of government funds, money laundering, and illegal exportation of DOE
technology, technical data, and other controlled commodities. I attended the Criminal
Investigator Training Program and the Inspector General Investigator’s Training Academy at the
Federal Law Enforcement Center in Glynco, Georgia. In addition, T have also received
additional specialized training relating to subjects most relevant to the DOE’s concerns,

includine fraudulent nractices committed acainst the federal sovernment and financial crimes.
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U.S. Department of Justice

United Swares Atrorney
Disiriet of Marylane!
Southerr Division

b Addeess: E3fice hovti
4360 Chernad Lone. S i e, 8°
wh, LD 20770

August 14,2015

@ﬁ:ﬂham B. Jacobson, Esq

Jonathan . Lopez, Esq. e FILED e ENTERED

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP e LOGGED o RECEVED
Orrick Building at Columbia Center
1152 15th Street, NW Washington, D.C. 20005-1706 AUG'S1 2015
Re: Usited States v. Vadim Mikerin, optiiiier 1
Criminal No. TDC-14-0529 - il

Dear Messrs. Lopez and Jacobson:

This letter, wogether with the Sealed Supplement, confirms the plea agreement which has
been offered to the Defendant by the United Siates Attorney’s Office for the Distriet of M;
and the Fravd Section, Criminal Division, United States Department of Justice (“this Office”).
the Defendant accepts this offer, please have him exeeute it in the spaces provided below. If this
offer has not been accepted by August 26, 2015, it will be deemed withdrawn. The terms of the
agreement are as (ollows:

1. The Defendant agrees to waive indictment and plead guilty o a one-count
Superseding nformation, charging him with Conspiracy 1o Commit Money Laundering, in
violation of 18 11.S.C. § 371. The Defendant admiis that he i fact, guilty of this offense and
will so advise the Court. .
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